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Fumio Maekawa*: The genus Disanthus viewed from 
the Palaeo-equatorial distribution 
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Fig. 1. The map, showing the pattern in the dislocation of Palaeo-equator. A, B and C 
belong to the geological times, earlier than and in Cretaceous, Palaeogene and 
Miocene, respectively. 1, 2 and 3 mean Palaeo-equator, northern limit of tropical 
zone (Tropic of Cancer) and central part of temperate zone, respectively. So, for 
example, C-l means Miocene Palaeo-equator and B-3, temperate zone in Palaeogene 
and so on. Black cross: fossil localities of Disanthus nipponicus, blanc triangle: 
D. cercidifolius in Miocene. Solid triangle: the same species in living specimens. 
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Table 1. The gradual change in the dislocation of Palaeo-equator in geological times 
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Summary 

The discovery of fossil Disanthus nipponicus enables the author to trace back 
the situation of Palaeo-equator in Palaeogene. The presumable Palaeo-equator is 
located in the map as B-l line (fig. 1). The sequence of Palaeo-equator dislocation 
in SE Asia including Japan and her visinities and the following change in northern 
temperate zone are also summarized in tab. I. 
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